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‘CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:’ Pope Benedict XVI

"It is very helpful to confess with a certain regularity. It is true: our
sins are always the same, but we clean our homes, our rooms, at least
once a week, even if the dirt is always the same, in order to live in
cleanliness, in order to start again. Otherwise, the dirt might not be
seen, but it builds up. Something similar can be said about the soul.”

\Response to children's questions, Oct. 15, 2005 /
READINGS

1* Reading Is 49:3, 5-6

2"! Reading 1 Cor 1:1-3

3" Gospel Jn 1:29-34

Scripture Reflections
Introduction: The central theme of today’s readings is a challenge to live like
the Lamb of God and to die like the Lamb of God and thus bear witness to
Christ the “Lamb of God.” We have to choose to accept John’s testimony in
today’s Gospel as God’s personal and corporate call to us to become
witnesses to the Lamb of God. (You may add a homily starter anecdote here)
Scripture summarized: In both the first and second readings, God calls
individuals to His service entrusting them with a mission. The first reading is
from the “Songs of the Suffering Servant” in Isaiah, where the prophet was
chosen by God from his mother’s womb and consecrated to be a “light to the
nations.” Here, aspects of Jesus' own life, as sacrificial lamb, and mission, as

salvation of the world, are foreshadowed. In the second reading, Paul reminds




the Corinthian Christians that they, like all who call on the name of Jesus, are
"sanctified and called to be holy.” They are called by God and consecrated in
Christ Jesus for a life of holiness and service. As believers, we too have been
called by God to become members of Christ’s Body by our Baptism, and we are
consecrated in Christ Jesus for a life of holiness and service. The Gospel
passage presents three themes, namely, the witness John the Baptist bears to
Jesus, the revelation (epiphany) and identification of Jesus as the “Lamb of
God,” and the call to discipleship. John’s first declaration probably brought
five pictures of the “lamb” to the minds of his Jewish listeners. 1) The Lamb of
Yearly Atonement (Lv 16:20-22) used on Yom Kippur. 2) The Lamb of Daily
Atonement (Ex 29:38-42; Nm 28:1-8). 3) The Paschal Lamb (Ex. 12:11ss). 4)
The Lamb of the Prophets (Jer 11:19), (Is 53:7). 5) The Lamb of the
Conquerors. (See the “gospel exegesis” for details).

Benedict XVI shares his final thoughts
with the Church

The Vatican on Saturday evening published the Spiritual Testament of Benedict
XVI, written on Aug. 29, 20006, one year and four months into his pontificate.
Each pope writes a spiritual testament to be made public only after his death.
Below is CNA'’s translation of the full testament from Italian:

My spiritual testament

If in this late hour of my life I look back at the decades I have been through,
first I see how many reasons I have to give thanks. First and foremost I thank
God himself, the giver of every good gift, who gave me life and guided me
through various confusing times; always picking me up whenever I began to
slip and always giving me again the light of his face. In retrospect I see and
understand that even the dark and tiring stretches of this journey were for my
salvation and that it was in them that He guided me well.

I thank my parents, who gave me life in a difficult time and who, at the cost of
great sacrifice, with their love prepared for me a magnificent abode that, like
clear light, illuminates all my days to this day. My father’s lucid faith taught us
children to believe, and as a signpost it has always been steadfast in the midst of
all my scientific acquisitions; the profound devotion and great goodness of my



mother represent a legacy for which I can never give thanks enough. My sister
has assisted me for decades selflessly and with affectionate care; my brother,
with the lucidity of his judgments, his vigorous resolve and serenity of heart,
has always paved the way for me; without this constant preceding and
accompanying me I could not have found the right path.

From my heart I thank God for the many friends, men and women, whom He has
always placed at my side; for the collaborators in all the stages of my journey; for
the teachers and students He has given me. I gratefully entrust them all to His
goodness. And I want to thank the Lord for my beautiful homeland in the
foothills of the Bavarian Alps, in which I have always seen the splendor of the
Creator Himself shining through. I thank the people of my homeland because in
them I have been able again and again to experience the beauty of faith. I pray
that our land remains a land of faith, and I beg you, dear countrymen: Do not let
yourselves be turned away from the faith. And finally I thank God for all the
beauty I have been able to experience at all the phases of my journey, especially,
however, in Rome and in Italy, which has become my second homeland.

To all those whom I have wronged in any way, I heartily ask for forgiveness.

What I said before to my countrymen, I now say to all those in the Church who
have been entrusted to my service: Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves be
confused! It often seems that science — the natural sciences on the one hand and
historical research (especially exegesis of Sacred Scripture) on the other — are
able to offer irrefutable results at odds with the Catholic faith. I have experienced
the transformations of the natural sciences since long ago and have been able to see
how, on the contrary, apparent certainties against the faith have vanished, proving
to be not science, but philosophical interpretations only apparently pertaining to
science; just as, on the other hand, it is in dialogue with the natural sciences that
faith, too, has learned to understand better the limit of the scope of its claims, and
thus its specificity. It is now sixty years that [ have been accompanying the journey
of Theology, particularly of the Biblical Sciences, and with the succession of
different generations I have seen theses that seemed unshakable collapse, proving
to be mere hypotheses: the liberal generation (Harnack, Jiilicher etc.), the
existentialist generation (Bultmann etc.), the Marxist generation. I saw and see how
out of the tangle of assumptions the reasonableness of faith emerged and emerges
again. Jesus Christ is truly the way, the truth and the life — and the Church, with
all its insufficiencies, is truly His body.



Finally, I humbly ask: Pray for me, so that the Lord, despite all my sins and
insufficiencies, welcomes me into the eternal dwellings. To all those entrusted
to me, day by day, my heartfelt prayer goes out.

JAN 7/8 COLLECTIONS

Gift Aid collection 111.00
Loose cash 143.17
Total 244.17

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION

Sacrament of Confession at 11.30 am on Saturday
ON EMERGENCY ANY TIME 0741-749-4277

Please Pray for our Sick

Eliza Brizzi, Mary Toumaine, Patrick Nagle,
Phillip Mc Greavy, Anthony Parry

To the Heavenly abode SPARK LENA

4 ANNIVERSARIES (Jan15-21) )

Anthony Comerford Beatrice Garrelt, Martha Francis, Sr. Agatha, Chris Kilduff, Sr.

Marguerithe, Tommy Jones, ’83, Joseph McWillimas, ‘80: Christopher Kilduff, ‘03:,

David Morley, Patrick O’ Malley, Br. Nicholas Lindsey, ‘89:, Colette Monica Nagle,
Joan Higgins, Anthony Comerford, ‘05.
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