— St. David’s Parish
Monastery Road, Pantasaph,
Holywell. CHS 8PE

April 23, 2023

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

/“When the bee has gathered the dew of heaven and the earth’s\
sweetest nectar from the flowers, it turns it into honey, then
hastens to its hive. In the same way, the priest, having taken from
the altar the Son of God (who is as the dew from heaven, and true
son of Mary, flower of our humanity), gives him to you as
delicious food.” St. Francis de Sales: /

READINGS

1" Reading  Acts 2:14, 22-33

2" Reading 1Pt 1:17-21

Gospel Lk 24:13-35

Introduction: Our Scripture lessons for today have one common, encouraging
theme: No matter what happens in our lives, the risen Jesus is always with us.
God is always near to those who seek Him and want to live in His presence,
doing His will.

Scripture lessons summarized: The first reading, from Acts, taken from the
beginning of Peter's first public proclamation about Jesus, tells us how God
raised Jesus from death, thus fulfilling the Messianic prophecies about the
promised descendant of David. The Refrain for today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps
16), has us singing, “Lord, You will show us the path of Life.” In the second
reading, Peter exhorts the early Christians to place their Faith and Hope in God
Who has saved them through the precious Blood of His Son and Who has raised
Jesus from the dead. The Emmaus incident described in today’s Gospel shows
us a God who will not abandon us when we are hurt and disappointed. The
message of today’s Scripture readings is that the followers of Jesus are to




maintain contact with their Risen Lord through prayer, the Eucharist, and the
Bible. The readings also remind us that our belief in Jesus’ presence in the
consecrated Bread and Wine should help us to understand better his presence in
the Bible and in the believing and worshipping community. Putting the two
appearances (to the Emmaus disciples and to Peter), together, it is clear that the
risen Jesus wanted Peter to act as spokesman for him, and that the faithful who
seek to follow Jesus should seek his company in prayer, the Eucharist, and the
Bible under the direction of Peter and his successors.

The Eucharist is the bread of sinners not a reward of saints

On the day Christians in Italy and in other countries celebrate the Solemnity of
the Body and Blood of Christ, Corpus Christi, Pope Francis reflected on the
gift of the sacrament of the Eucharist and invited believers to make their own
lives gifts, just as Jesus did.

Speaking to pilgrims gathered in St Peter’s Square for the Sunday Angelus and
to all those following through the media, the Pope reflected on the narrative of
the last Supper as recounted in the Gospel of Mark (Mk 14:12-16, 22-26). “The
words and gestures of the Lord touch our hearts: He takes the bread in his
hands, pronounces the blessing, breaks it and offers it to the disciples,
saying: Take; this is my body”, the Pope said. With great simplicity, he
continued, Jesus gives us the greatest sacrament in a humble gesture of giving
and of sharing.

The greatest thing is to serve:- Explaining that at the culmination of his life,
Jesus “does not distribute an abundance of bread to feed the crowds, but he
breaks himself at the Passover supper with the disciples,” and He shows us that
that the aim of life lies in self-giving, that "the greatest thing is to serve."
Reflecting on how we find the greatness of God in a piece of bread, “in a fragility
that overflows with love and sharing, the Pope highlighted the meaning of the
word Fragility explaining that at the last supper “Jesus becomes fragile like the
bread that is broken and crumbled. But his strength lies precisely therein.”

The strength of love that is gives life

“In the Eucharist fragility is strength: the strength of the love that becomes
small so as to be welcomed and not feared; the strength of the love that is
broken and shared so as to nourish and give life; the strength of the love that is
split apart so as to join us in unity,” he said. Pope Francis went on to speak also
of another strength that stands out in the fragility of the Eucharist: "the strength
to love those who make mistakes.” Noting that “It ison the night he is




betrayed that Jesus gives us the Bread of Life,” he reflected on the fact that “He
gives us the greatest gift while in his heart he feels the deepest abyss: the
disciple who eats with Him, who dips the morsel in the same plate, is betraying
Him.” Responding to evil with good Notwithstanding the suffering caused by
betrayal, the Pope said, Jesus reacts to the evil with a greater good: “He
responds to Judas’ ‘no’ with the ‘yes’ of mercy. He does not punish the sinner,
but rather gives His life for him.” “When we receive the Eucharist,” the Holy
Father explained, “Jesus does the same with us: he knows us; he knows that we
are sinners and we make many mistakes, but he does not give up joining his life
to ours.” Describing the Eucharist, not as the reward of saints, but as the Bread
of sinners, the Pope said that each time we receive the Bread of Life, the Lord
comes to give new meaning to our fragilities.

Urging the faithful never to refrain from sharing their fragilities with Lord, he
reminded them that His mercy is not afraid of our miseries. “And above all he
heals us with love from those fragilities that we cannot heal on our own: that of
feeling resentment toward those who have hurt us; that of distancing ourselves
from others and closing off within ourselves; that of feeling sorry for ourselves
and lamenting without finding peace,” he said. The Eucharist joins us with Jesus
The Eucharist, the Pope said, “heals because it joins with Jesus: it makes us
assimilate his way of living, his ability to be broken up and given to brothers
and sisters, to respond to evil with good.” Concluding his catechesis, Pope
Francis said the Lord “gives us the courage to go outside of ourselves and bend
down with love toward the fragility of others. As God does with us: This is the
logic of the Eucharist: we receive Jesus who loves us and heals our fragilities in
order to love others and help them in their fragilities. And he invoked the
Blessed Virgin to help us to embrace the gift of the Eucharist and to make a gift
of our life too. By Linda Bordoni

APRIL 15/16 COLLECTIONS

Loose cash 104.31
Gift Aid 116

Total 220. 31




INVITATION. Parishners are invited to Join with sisters for the Holy Mass at
10 am if you wish, on Wednesdays. On behalf of sisters in Bryn Mair, Sr.
Marie Therese.

MASS INTENTIONS

Date Offered by Intentions

22/04/23 For the Parishioners
23/04/23 | Joan Oates Joseph Fleming RIP
24/04/23 | Sosthenes Fernandes Thanksgiving

25/04/23 | Maria & Braganza Carol & Crizal

26/04/23 | Milton Arujo For the health of Parents
27/04/23 | Inacio Mello For the Family
28/04/23 | Hilary For healing

The Funeral arrangements of Joseph Fleming

The physical remains of Joseph Fleming will be brought to St. David
Church Mold on April 4th, Thursday, at 6.00 pm. The Requiem Mass Will
be on April 5th, Friday at 1.30 pm in St. David Church Mold Committal in
Northop Crematorium at 3.00pm.

Please Pray for our Sick

Ann Parry, Mary Toumaine, Patrick Nagle,
Phillip Mc Greavy, Anthony Parry

4 N

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
Sacrament of Confession at 11.30 am on Saturday
\ON EMERGENCY ANY TIME 0741-749-4277 y
/ ANNIVERSARIES (April-22-28) \
Sr. Angela ‘80:, Isabella Boyle: Mary Helen Alice Parry ‘89, Margaret
Moran, ‘08., Joan Church:; Thomas Casson ‘69: Mary Richard ‘78,
William Griffiths, ‘04., Jim Keers, Mary Agnes McGrath, 2020, Arnold
Ravenscroft, Jnr, ‘09, Edie Taylor Olley. /
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